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Topic 2: The Role of Digital Archives in Preserving European Heritage 

Part 1: Theoretical Foundations of Digital Archiving 

• Key Concepts: Definition of digital archiving, its significance in historical preservation, and its role in 
safeguarding European heritage. 

• Historical Perspective: How traditional archiving has evolved into digital preservation. 
• Major Digital Archives: Overview of initiatives such as Europeana, The European Holocaust 

Research Infrastructure (EHRI), The Archives Portal Europe, and UNESCO’s Memory of the 
World Programme. 

• Legal and Ethical Considerations: Copyright issues, data privacy, and ethical challenges in handling 
historical records. 

• Impact on Cultural Identity: How digital archives help preserve and promote European cultural and 
linguistic diversity. 

Part 2: Practical Applications and Challenges in Digital Archiving 

• Digitization Techniques: Methods such as optical character recognition (OCR), metadata tagging, AI-
enhanced indexing, and 3D scanning. 

• Case Studies: Examples of successful European digital archiving projects (e.g., digitization of medieval 
manuscripts, Holocaust records, war archives). 

• Access and Public Engagement: The role of open-access platforms in making history available to 
scholars, educators, and the general public. 

• Challenges in Digital Preservation: Issues like long-term data storage, software obsolescence, and 
maintaining authenticity of digital records. 

• Future Trends: How emerging technologies (AI, blockchain, virtual reality) could shape the future of 
digital archiving in Europe. 

 


